NOTES	193
LUCULLUS AND CAESAR
The situation is wholly of Lander's inna.gin.iTig. Jt is difficult to ffrfaTr of a date at which an interview for this purpose could have taken place and it is very improbable that in any circumstances Caesar would have depended on the aid of Lucullus. The description of the Lucullan villa is based on material in Plutarch.
L. Licinius Lucullus (110-57 or 56 b.c.) was of consular rank and aristocratic sympathies, though his family had originally been plebeian. He is best known as the conqueror of Mithridates, king of Pontus, against whom he commanded the Roman armies for eight years, 74-66 b.c. He amassed enormous riches in the East—indeed in wealth he was. second only to Crassus. He owned magnificent gardens near Rome, and sumptuous villas at Naples and Tusculum, and collected a fine library, which he opened to the public. The picture that Landor draws of him appears to be on the whole too flattering, and especially misleading as to the simplicity of his life. However, in everything but his love of wealth, Lucullus - was a man of much higher principles than most of his contemporaries.
In spite of its inherent improbability, the Conversation is one of great charm and interest. The two speakers are vividly portrayed—the cultured ease of Lucullus, and the urbanity and craftiness of Caesar: they explain clearly their views on politics and life, and make many illuminating remarks on ancient literature.
page 113. 22. his wife: Pompey married Julia, Caesar's daughter, in 59 b.c. ; her death in 54 removed one of the bonds between her father and her husband. She was greatly attached to her husband, though more than twenty years his junior.
page 114. 6. curule chair: the chair of state, used only by consuls, praetors, and other high magistrates.
13, 14.    /   am   considered   in   general . . . but   little   liable    to    be , prepossessed  by him:   their enmity  was  begun by  the fact that Sulla appointed Lucullus, and not Pompey, the guardian of his son.   Lucullus* too, was naturally annoyed at being superseded by Pompey in the command of the Mithridatic War.
16. that worthy: L. Vettius, who had been an informer against Catilina. In August 59 b.c. he made a plot to* murder Pompey, which was discovered and stopped. In his trial Vettius accused various men, including Lucullus and Cicero, of being implicated in the conspiracy. He died shortly afterwards in prison, probably by his own hand.
18. Cato: M. Porcius Cato, the younger (95-46 b.c.), a leader of the aristocratic party, and the strenuous opponent of the triumvirs, by whom he was banished to Cyprus in 56. During the Civil War he fought ob > the side of Pompey, and after the fmal defeat of that party at Thapsns, committed suicide to escape falling into Caesar's hands. As this took place at Utica (near Carthage V he wa<? RnTr»r»m#»H it-hp ^ncic

